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Preliminary Investigation on the Phenomenon of the Duplication

and Migration of Geographical Names in the Pre-Qin Period
Zhao Qingmiao

Abstract: The duplication of geographical names refers to the situation of two or more than two different places having
the same name. This phenomenon was very common in the pre-Qin period and its causes were quite pluralistic.
Specifically speaking,besides the coincidence of using the same Chinese characters for the name of different places, the
general attribute of geographical names, the expression habit of people at the time, and the change of the word
formation of geographical names, could all lead to the duplication of geographical names.In addition, the migration of
ancient ethnic groups was usually an important factor which caused the duplication of geographical names.Its concrete
mechanism was manifested as the migration of geographic names along with the migration of the ethnic groups.From
the middle and late Warring States period to the Qin and Han period, the geographical names had become an important
component of national administrative division, whose evolution was basically completed under the influence of political
factors. Although at this stage the migration of geographical names still existed, the general trend was outward
migration with the continuous expansion of dynastic territory. This phenomenon was closely linked to the “Grand
Unification” measures carried out by the centralized dynasty.

Keywords : Pre-Qin Period; Duplication of Geographical Names; Migration of Geographical Names; Toponymy
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